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Stage 3 update 

The demolition works continue with Building 

31 the only major structure still standing.  

In addition, the slabs of Buildings 32, 101, 102 

and 207 are to be demolished as well as some 

smaller shed type buildings. Hazardous 

material testing continues to ensure that 

materials are being appropriately classified 

prior to removal. Air, noise and vibration 

monitoring continues across the Stage 3 

clean-up in accordance with the Worksafe 

requirements. Contaminated soil stockpiles are 

being removed from site with the material 

being transferred to the appropriate disposal 

centre. 

 

On track for November completion 

As a result of asbestos being identified in 

retaining walls and under the slabs of partially 

demolished buildings, the completion of Stage 

3 will take a little longer than anticipated. 

However, we anticipate that works will still be 

completed within November 2018. 

The Bayside City Council attend the Highett 

site at regular intervals to ensure that the 

agreed tree protection is being implemented. 

In addition to the Council’s requirements, we 

have ensured that trees located in close 

proximity to buildings have been fenced off to 

prevent damage from machinery.  Discussions  

have been held with the council about the 

removal of in-ground services that run within 

the canopy line of trees in the tree protection 

zone.  CSIRO will ensure that, wherever the 

council require, in-ground services will not be 

disturbed to ensure trees roots are protected.  

 

Reports of fox sightings  

Recently, there have been reports of fox 

sightings around the CSIRO Highett area. 

Foxes like to hide in wooded areas and areas 

of vegetative debris. Ironbark Environmental 

Arboriculture undertook an assessment of the 

CSIRO Highett Site for occupancy and usage 

by Red Foxes. Their assessment included 

presence of habitat structures, signs of usage 

by fauna, scats and tracks and burrows.  

Ironbark report that no foxes were observed 

during their assessment. No signs of current 

use of the site by foxes were observed, 

including scats or scent evidence. One burrow 

was observed, however cobwebs covered the 

entrance indicating the burrow is disused. The 

entrance to the burrow was sealed to ensure 

it could not be used in the future.  A 

community information sheet has been 

provided from Ironbark Environmental 

Arboriculture providing strategies to reduce 

fox habitats. 

 

 

Keeping you safe 

CSIRO’s commitment to keeping its staff, 

contractors and the local community safe 

during the demolition and clean-up projects 

continues, with the monitoring of the 

demolition process by an independent 

licenced asbestos assessor.  We also continue 

to have an industrial hygienist overseeing the 

works to ensure these are carried out in line 

with the Worksafe requirements and 

Australian Standards for the removal of 

hazardous materials.  As previously reported, 

Worksafe and an independent environmental 

auditor review all clearance certificate issued 

for hazardous material to ensure work is 

being conducted within the correct levels.  

 

Keeping you informed  

As we continue to provide you with monthly 

newsletter updates during the works, we 

thank you for your patience. For more 

information you can also visit our 

website: wp.csiro.au/highettworks/. 

 

Contact details 

 If you have any questions or concerns, please 

contact us by phone on 1300 363 400 (9am 

to 5pm) or by email highettworks@csiro.au 
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