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Australia’s plastic sector status

OECD Environment at a 
Glance, 2024

Challenging conditions, increased import competition.
898 businesses, 10,500 employees, $4.3B revenue, resin & product manufacturing 
base. High consumption, high waste to landfill; few activated circular levers.
Main sectors: food/beverage, construction, furniture, transport.

https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/environment-at-a-glance-indicators_ac4b8b89-en/full-report/component-4.html#chapter-d1e3667-5011e82d44
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/environment-at-a-glance-indicators_ac4b8b89-en/full-report/component-4.html#chapter-d1e3667-5011e82d44


Eurostat, 
Plastic 
packaging 
rate, April 24

Plastics packaging recycling in EU vs Aust 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Aust has over 3m t plastics into market each year, in 2020-21 packaging alone was nearly 1.2mt and the trend is up. We recovered 18%, less than 25%. 
This is records mechanical recycling back into plastic products/packaging and excl incineration. New tighter definition and scope.
EU 2020 target is 25%, 2025 target is 50%, 2030 target is 55%. 
This is driving major investments in capital, processing, vehicles, EPR, stewardship programs, new financial measures of carrots and sticks, JVs, alliances, training, reporting rigour. 
How are they achieving this amazing result? 
They have an EU strategy, CE policies, GHG price, bans at landfill, EPR schemes, certification schemes of recyclers, diff definition of ‘waste’, a sophisticated set of levers and measures in place. This is all done thru specifications, certifications, establishing new benchmarks and standards. 
What I mean by ‘standards’ – not formal ‘S’ for standards, they have their place, more ‘s’ standards for performance, like minimum standards for packaging allowed, or ‘Eucertplast’ for certification of plastic processing facilities. 

Aust has total plastic packaging recovery rate of 18%. Actual Recycling rate??

They achieved this through coordinated policies, strategies, targets, rules and regulations, EPR Stewardship collaborations, plans, investments. 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=File:Recycling_rate_of_plastic_packaging_waste,_2021_(%25)_.png
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=File:Recycling_rate_of_plastic_packaging_waste,_2021_(%25)_.png
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=File:Recycling_rate_of_plastic_packaging_waste,_2021_(%25)_.png
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=File:Recycling_rate_of_plastic_packaging_waste,_2021_(%25)_.png


Mapping Global/Aust Policy Maturity

Adopted by Millicer, from 
Rogers 
(1962, 2020)

DCCEEW Report & video, 2023
Summary Report 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Describe that this diagram was used to map the programs know in Australia that contribute to eco-design of products and materials, and also overseas. 
This helped us identify Australia’s strengths and weaknesses, vs overseas jurisdictions, and where there gaps to be filled. 
The levers, the measures are customarily used in other sectoral management, e.g. food, energy, water etc. – policy, strategy and targets, laws and regulatory instruments, financial measures, education, training and public engagement. 



https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/protection/circular-economy/design
https://www.helenmillicer.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Enabling-Design-for-Environmental-Good_summary-of-report.pdf


Plastic supply chain in Australia

DCCEEW Report & video, 2023
Summary of Report

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/protection/circular-economy/design
https://www.helenmillicer.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Enabling-Design-for-Environmental-Good_summary-of-report.pdf


Plastic supply chain improvements for Australia

DCCEEW Report & video, 2023
Summary of Report

Recommended Levers 2022 
for success for Australia:
1. Eco-design Circular Strategy
2. Improve stewardship with 

EPR
3. Activate Reuse & Repair 

Reset program
4. Align to global best specs & 

standards
5. Eco-Design Innovation fund 

for supply chains
6. Raise landfill fees on 

recyclables
7. Apply financial and regs on 

negative externalities
8. Buy for Good program
9. Learning and Upskilling
10. Public education

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/protection/circular-economy/design
https://www.helenmillicer.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Enabling-Design-for-Environmental-Good_summary-of-report.pdf


How are we going? What’s underway?
Recommended 10 Levers 2022-23 CE Min Adv Group, Other Possible Actions

Eco-design Circular Strategy National CE Framework & targets; ISSB, Director duties; 
Integrate sector climate plans;

Improve stewardship with EPR Review: measurement, impact and reporting; membership? 

Activate Reuse & Repair Reset program ABCB update NCC with embodied carbon & CE

Align to global best specs & standards IChEMS

Eco-Design Innovation fund for supply chains NF Fund?

Raise landfill fees on recyclables

Apply financial & regs on negative externalities CE & Green Bonds Framework; Govt power & role

Buy for Good procurement program Product standards; NR Fund; Built Enviro; Govts’ procurement

Learning and Upskilling Building industry training on CE

Public education



Conclusion – CE is underway. Is plastics addressed?

Progress, finally!
Recognition and vision underway

Revising lots of roles, frameworks, 
investigations of options.

However, nothing mandatory. 
Economics and regulations are still 

lacking or lax.

Hopeful, but scope and scale not clear on 
design, EPR, labelling, standards, 

traceability and revised management of 
products and packaging.



Helen Millicer

m: +61 (0) 413 875 872 
e: helen@helenmillicer.com
w: www.helenmillicer.com

mailto:helen@helenmillicer.com
https://www.helenmillicer.com/
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