
TRICKLE TAPE 
The Problems and Solution/s

• There is no current stable coordinated and cost effective
system to allow the recovery of Trickle Tape in Queensland

• Recent History of Recovery:
➢RDT operated a mobile baler and exported bales to Asia 2010 – 2017 

(ceased with China Sword Policy)

➢CDS were collecting from SEQ and exporting bales 2017 – 2019

➢Australia Sunlight Group Pty Ltd in Brisbane have recycled Plastic for 
the Lockyer Valley, Bundaberg and Bowen Regions 2021 - 2024



ISSUES
with Trickle Tape

• Buried on Farm

• Burnt on Farm

• Stored on Farm

• Landfilled by Councils

Only about 15% is 
recovered for recycling 

each year in Queensland



FURTHER ISSUES
with Trickle Tape

• Retailers are requesting improved sustainability standards from their 
suppliers however to expect each primary producer to find a recycling 

option is unrealistic

• In Queensland the Environmental Protection Legislation allows for on 
farm burial of agricultural plastics

• In the past 22 years there has never been any significant fine or penalty 
applied to farmers who burn plastic on farm



BUNDABERG EXPERIENCE

• By the end of 2020, 350 tonnes of Trickle Tape Stockpiled and nowhere to 
send the Trickle Tape for recycling

• Worked with State Government and the two (2) main manufacturers 
Rivulis and Netafim to look at recycling options available

• Australia Sunlight Group since 2021 have recovered Trickle Tape from the 
Gatton, Bundaberg and Bowen (800 tonnes - 2 years)



MULCH FILM & TRICKLE TAPE
Tonnes - Bundaberg Region            

Year Plastic 
Mulch Film 
Landfilled

Loose 
Trickle 

Tape

Tight 
Rolled 
Trickle 

Tape

Total 
Trickle

Total 
All 

Plastic

Comment Plastic 
Mulch 

Landfill Fee 
$

2016/17 982 244 1226 $85

2017/18 1160 347 1507 $85

2018/19 1698 487 2185 $85

2019/20 1358 369 1727 Waste Levy Starts $75/tonne $135

2020/21 1181 483 1664 $145

2021/22 1324 76 134 210 1534 Started charging loose $150 $250

2022/23 1160 80 77 157 1317 Waste Levy $88/tonne $255







WAY FORWARD
• Netafim, Rivulis and Toro as manufacturers step up and develop a 

Product Stewardship Scheme (DrumMuster 2000, Big Bag Recovery 
2015)

• Agricultural irrigation pipes need to be added to the Federal 
Environment Ministers Product Stewardship Priority List

• Government grants should be provided to grower groups and / or 
recyclers to assist in the transport costs of recovering plastic from 
our Regions for recycling
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