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Sale of land parcel 

In line with the Commonwealth Property Disposal Process, the sale 

process for the Highett site commenced via an open market tender in 

May. Tenders closed on 19 June 2019.  The sale of the site includes the 

condition for transfer of 3ha of the Grassy woodland conservation area 

(south end of site) and 1ha for public open space to be given to the 

community. This is in line with the Deed between CSIRO and Bayside 

City Council. Responses are being evaluated and settlement is expected 

to occur in the first half of 2020.  

Soil remediation 

CSIRO continues to work with an independent Environmental Auditor to 

ensure that works are completed to enable the site to be made safe for 

its intended future use.  As instructed, we are working to remove all 

contaminated soil from the site.  

 

The removal of contaminated soil from the southern portion of site is 

complete. In the next few months testing and validating the remaining 

soil in the southern work area will be completed to ensure it is suitable 

to leave in ground.  The main entry gate has been replaced and the 

removal of the entry roadway in to site will be undertaken when all 

other site works have been completed. 

 

In 2018 CSIRO and its contractors completed building demolition and 

removal of contaminated soil from within the building footprints on the 

northern side of site.  

Within the southern area there was extensive findings of contaminated 

fill in non-building footprints such as garden beds and car parking 

areas. 

As a result, further investigation of similar areas on the northern 

portion of site was instructed by the Environmental Auditor.  

 

Over the past 4-5 weeks our contractors have undertaken a trench 

testing exercise of the previously untested areas in the northern 

portion. Approximately 112 further trench tests across the northern 

portion including in garden beds, treed areas and along fence lines, 

have been completed. Unfortunately, the testing has shown that 

contaminated fill has been used on the site far more extensively than 

was initially considered likely when the remediation work commenced.  

 

The advice from our environmental experts is that the only way to 

effectively ensure that no contamination is left on site is to remove all 

old fill from the site and return the site to natural ground. This has 

been completed in the southern portion and will now be undertaken in 

the northern portion.  The northern portion works will continue 

throughout this year. 

 

Arborist advice is that contaminated soil that is within the root ball of 

any tree can only be removed by removing the tree. Contaminated soil 

has been found in all remaining tree zones on the northern area. 

Therefore, CSIRO has decided to remove all trees on the site, other 

than those in the Grassy Woodlands, that will be in the future control 

of Bayside City Council.  

 

In addition to the contaminated soil removal on the northern portion of 

site, the ongoing remediation work will also include the removal and 

replacement of a Bayside City Council stormwater drain. 

 

The stormwater drain is located on part of the western boundary of the 

site, which has also been found to be have been backfilled with 

asbestos contaminated fill. The remediation work to the stormwater 

drain will commence on 22 July and it is expected to continue through 

until 20 December 2019. This is assuming that the works are not 

significantly delayed by weather conditions.  Please note that the 

replacement of the stormwater drain will not impact fences or property 

of neighbouring houses. 

 

CSIRO has advised the Bayside City Council and the local member, Tim 

Wilson, of the further works to the northern portion and the 

requirement to remove remaining trees.  CSIRO has reiterated that 

decisions in relation to remediation of the site are not made for any 

reason other than to protect future users of the site - ensuring the 

health and safety of the public and fulfilling our obligations as a 

government agency.  This is an obligation that CSIRO takes very 

seriously. Removing trees is a last resort action as we realise it is 

contrary to the expectations of the community. However, our priority is 

the future safe use of the site. 

Keeping you safe 

CSIRO’s commitment to keeping its staff, contractors and the local 

community safe during the site remediation continues. The process is 

being monitored by an independent licenced industrial/environmental 

hygienist, ensuring works are in line with the Worksafe requirements 

and Australian Standards for the removal of hazardous materials.  

Further updates  

CSIRO will provide further community updates every couple of months 

and will also update the community website wp.csiro.au/highettworks/. 

If you have any questions please contact us by phone on 1300 363 400 

(9am to 5pm) or email csiroenquiries@csiro.au
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