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Soil remediation 
August 2019 was a difficult time for neighbours of the CSIRO 
Highett site as a result of the decision to removal all trees on the 
northern portion. The decision was also difficult for CSIRO. We 
understand that there is a strong community connection with 
the site, particularly with trees and wildlife.  Removing the trees 
was a last resort for CSIRO - our position has always been to 
retain vegetation where possible.  
 
The unexpected and unanticipated finding of asbestos 
contamination in fill on the northern area of the site, including 
within the root ball of the trees, meant we were obligated to 
remove the trees despite our preference to retain them. CSIRO 
sought expert advice to establish if there were any alternatives 
to removing the trees, however arborist advice was that 
removing the contaminated soil from within the root zones 
would result in the trees being damaged and becoming unstable. 
This was a significant safety concern for anyone on site now and 
in the future and an unacceptable risk from CSIRO’s perspective. 
We worked with the Council around the issue of the trees. 
Whilst they were disappointed with the decision to remove the 
trees, they understood the safety issues that will impact future 
users of the site. 
 
Ownership for the land that will be developed is likely to 
transition over time between private parties and for this reason 
we believe that the only responsible course of action to protect 
future users of the site is to remove contamination. Where land 
is to remain in public ownership, such as the 3 hectares of land 
known as the Grassy Woodlands, CSIRO is confident that a 
Statement of Environmental Audit and associated Environmental 
Management Plan will be carefully managed by Bayside City 
Council. This is reflected in the terms of our agreement with 
Council and subsequently in the terms and conditions of the sale 
of the land. 

Looking forward 
With the trees removed, work commenced on the development 
of new haul roads (temporary thoroughfares for truck and 
material movement) to enable asbestos contaminated soil to be 
prepared for removal from site. 
 
We continue to take the highest-level precautions to ensure that 
our neighbours are not being exposed to asbestos airborne 
fibres or dust as part of the remediation process. Since the start 
of project, our independent environmental consultants have 
undertaken air quality testing during disturbance works to 
ensure that the air quality remains within the acceptable levels 
required by law. 
 
In accordance with EPA and Worksafe Victoria guidelines, 
stockpiled soil will be removed from site in lined and covered 
trucks, to an appropriately licenced waste facility. Once the 
contaminated soil is removed, gentle grading and contouring of 
the site will be undertaken to meet the guidelines set down by 
the Environmental Auditor. The site will also be seeded with 
grass seed to control dust. 

 
The ongoing remediation work includes the removal and 
replacement of a Bayside City Council stormwater drain on the 
western boundary. This work will continue until late October 
2019. Upon completion, replacement trees will be planted, as 
detailed in our May 2019 newsletter. CSIRO has purchased a 
number of Acacia and Banksia varieties, that will attract birds 
and grow between 8 to 15 meters, from the BCC Nursery. The 
Council’s local contractor will plant and maintain the trees  
 
At this time, we anticipate all works on site to be completed 
before Christmas 2019, providing we are not delayed by 
weather. 

Keeping you safe 
CSIRO’s commitment to keeping its staff, contractors and the 
local community safe during the site remediation continues. The 
process is being monitored by an independent licenced 
industrial/environmental hygienist, ensuring works are in line 
with the Worksafe requirements and Australian Standards for 
the removal of hazardous materials.  
 
Our contractors wear protective clothing and breathing masks as 
appropriate for prolonged, close physical contact with the 
contaminated soil.   The material identified on our site is low 
risk, bonded, non-friable asbestos sheet fragments.  
 
We also take the health and safety of our neighbours very 
seriously and act to ensure that you are protected including: 
 
1.  Stockpile encapsulation:  stockpiles of soil that remain 
dormant are encapsulated with 200um plastic, until offsite 
disposal is required.  The offsite disposal is a controlled process 
(lined, covered trucks) to an appropriately licenced waste 
facility.  The management environmental/OH&S team 
consistently reviews the site conditions and make decisions 
whether it’s safe to continue work.  In inclement weather 
conditions work stops until conditions become safe to continue. 
 
2.  Water dust suppression: used to prevent the soil particles 
from becoming airborne. 
 
3.  Gravimetric testing:  determination of inhalable and 
respirable dust.  All results demonstrate that the environmental 
engineering controls are effective ie: water, dust suppression 
and stockpile encapsulation. 
 
4.  Asbestos fibre air monitoring:  performed throughout the 
removal process in accordance with the Guidance Note on the 
Membrane Filter Method for the Estimation of Airborne 
Asbestos Fibres 2nd Edition [NOHSC:3003 (2005)] 

Further updates  
CSIRO will provide community updates every couple of months. 
The community website wp.csiro.au/highettworks/ will be 
updated. 
If you have any questions, please contact us by phone on 1300 
363 400 (9am to 5pm) or email Highettworks@csiro.au 
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